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What is the Seal of Biliteracy?

The concept of the 

Seal of Biliteracy was 

started by 

Californians Together 

in 2008 in an effort 

to recognize the 

diverse language and 

cultural backgrounds 

of students. Now, 49 

states and the District 

of Colombia have 

implemented state 

Seals of Biliteracy.

The Seal is an award given by a school or school district in 
recognition of students who have attained a high level of 
proficiency in English and an additional language by high 
school graduation. 

It is tangible proof of language proficiency beyond just 
seeing a course on a transcript.

❖ Can be earned in more than one language

❖ Physical seal and designation on student’s diploma 
and transcript

❖ Good for college credit at all public colleges and 
universities in Illinois



Seal candidates in YOUR schools…

▪ Multilingual students, English Learners*

▪ Students who attend Ethnic language schools

▪ World Language students (how early do you start 
WL programming?)

▪ Refugees, immigrants

 This is a GRADUATION award, but language development 
occurs before 12th grade!

 Can qualify with any scores or activities during grades 9-12



2022

2%

48%

50%

2021

2%

42%

Award trends and data: Seal of Biliteracy

Data pulled 
5/17/2023

2020

Never EL: 
3,374 

Former EL: 
2,722 

44%

55%

1%
Current EL: 

81
Current EL: 

78

Former EL: 
1,420

56%

Never EL: 
1,910

Current EL: 
150

Former EL: 
3,170

Never EL: 
3,341

public school*

*Non-public schools can also award the seal of biliteracy



2022

10%

20%

70%

2021

7%

19%

Award trends and data: Commendation toward Biliteracy

Data pulled 
5/17/2023

2020

Never EL: 
1,816 

Former EL: 
605 

23%

69%

8%

Current EL: 
200

Current EL: 
131

Former EL: 
368

75%

Never EL: 
1,910

Current EL: 
408

Former EL: 
802

Never EL: 
2,774

*Non-public schools can also award the seal of biliteracy

public school*



How does a student get the Seal?

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Answer for students: 
Your school awards the Seal of Biliteracy 
at graduation. The physical seal goes on 
your diploma and a note is made on your 
transcript. 

During grades 9-12 , demonstrate your 
proficiency in two languages. There are 
several methods to do so in English and 
Language #2

• Common methods for English 
proficiency: SAT, ACT, AP test, dual 
credit class, ACCESS for ELs (there’s 
more!)

• Common methods for additional 
language: AP test, AAPPL or STAMP 
proficiency tests (there’s more!) 

Ask your teachers, counselors, principals 
for more info! Tell them to look it up on 
the ISBE website!

Answer for districts:
1. Establish culture of multilingualism and global competence in 

your schools!

2. Complete an application every year, before October 1. This is so 
you can submit award data (every year) after students graduate.

- Public: Application and reporting in SIS (RCDT admin)

- Non-public: email application and reporting docs (found on 
ISBE website) to biliteracy@isbe.net

3. PUBLICIZE – it’s a requirement and you want to include as many 
students as possible.

One-pagers on our website

4. Look into appropriate assessments for your groups of students. 
Keep all grades (9-12) in mind – scores from any time in high 
school can be used for the Seal.

5. CELEBRATE SUCCESSES in any way your school wants to!
Yard signs, medals, certificates, local news paper, assembly… 

6. Upon graduation, place seal on diploma and note on the 
student’s official transcript.

7. Upload award results before Sept 15 of the next school year.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-State-Seal-of-Biliteracy.aspx

mailto:biliteracy@isbe.net


May 3, 2022 - 133 Seals and Commendations 
Earned by the class of 2022

Only 1 student was still 
designated EL at the ceremony



College Credits for Seal of Biliteracy at Top 5 Colleges Attended by WAHS Graduates

Seal of Biliteracy Savings of up to...

Waubonsee Community 
College

Seal: 12 credits $2000

Aurora University 8 credits $4,675

Northern Illinois University
Seal: 12 credits

Commendation: 9 credits
$4,800

U of I @ Urbana 8 credits $4,000

Illinois State 4 credits $4,125



15 
Credits



Intermediate Low Sample - STAMP

Minimum for a Commendation

Click Here for Sample Tests

Click Here for Sample Tests
Click Here for Spanish Writing Samples

https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#stamp4s
https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#stamp4s
https://avantassessment.com/spanish-writing-examples


Intermediate High Sample - STAMP

Minimum for a Seal

Click Here for Sample Tests
Click Here for Spanish Writing Samples

https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#stamp4s
https://avantassessment.com/spanish-writing-examples


What barriers exist for MLs in earning a Seal 
or Commendation?

Assumption the following had adequate knowledge 
about the Seal of Biliteracy
▪ Myself

▪ District Administrators

▪ Building Administrators

▪ Counselors

▪ EL/ML Teachers

▪ Higher Education Advisors



Three Barriers to Multilingual Learners 
Participating in Seal of Biliteracy Testing

▪ Personalized information about the post-secondary benefits of earning a 
biliteracy recognition (college credits, tuition saved, job opportunities)

▪ Scheduling testing outside of the school day

▪ Cost of Exam - AAPPL $24 - ALTA $150+

▪ *SD129 Low-income students can apply for a fee waiver but must go 
through the application process

▪ Difficulty in locating information about the Seal of Biliteracy reciprocity at 
higher education institutions



Friday, May 13, 2022
ACCESS 2022 Preliminary Scores Received

▪ Population Data

▪ 90 senior coded as EL on ACCESS 2022 score reporting

▪ 36 seniors scored a 3.5 or higher on ACCESS 2.0 Literacy -

▪ 1 already earned a Seal of Biliteracy in Arabic



$600



Efficacy Building Ingredients for Conversations
• Self-efficacy is our belief in our ability to achieve in the future based on experiences 

drawn from 4 sources (Bandura, 1997)

• Mastery Experience

• You’ve already achieved (English score)

• You are well positioned to score well in additional language

• Verbal Persuasion

• Highlight achievement

• Explain significance of results and potential for saving time and money

• Build confidence in home experiences with additional language as valuable

• Activate parents to encourage students

• Celebrate/validate their background and experience raising bilingual students

More on Self-Efficacy

Student Efficacy Building Script

Parent Efficacy Building Script

https://www.simplypsychology.org/self-efficacy.html
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XNxAizx2cl6VdCNS2Za4wL5rTl3hwTx0cs2beidghgk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PMsDBBfsDzPnfG1_xt8zxFKuUjA2Mmoqf7ONlQl0t6A/edit?usp=sharing


At the end of 2022, 156 total awards were given to West 
HS seniors (79 Seals & 77 Commendations)

6 Languages Represented: 
Arabic, French, Spanish, Romanian, 
Swahili, and Yoruba



2023 Results
▪ 57.9% increase in Biliteracy Distinctions (133 at 2022 Seal of Biliteracy ceremony 

to 210 in May 2023) 

▪ 11 languages were represented in the class of 2023 including Spanish, French, 
Romanian, Swahili, Serbian, Mongolian, Yoruba, Bosnian, Farsi, Arabic, and 
Albanian.

▪ 260 students in the class of 2024 are partially qualified for Biliteracy Distinctions; 
40 students are fully qualified for a Biliteracy distinction in the class of 2024.

▪ 113 students in the class of 2025, and 65 students in the class of 2026.

▪ Students who earn a Seal of Biliteracy earn on average 12 credit hours from public 
colleges and universities. Students with a Commendation toward Biliteracy qualify 
for up to 9 credits at public colleges and universities in IL.



2023 Results



Resources

• SD129 Seal of Biliteracy Student Presentation

• SD129 Seal of Biliteracy Presentation en Español

• STAMP English Writing Samples

• STAMP Spanish Writing Samples

• STAMP Sample Proficiency Tests

• ALTA Exam Languages

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XS_aR8FtK8QhNmgY7MG5WGL1wZPlUaxHTFbV1onU2RM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XS_aR8FtK8QhNmgY7MG5WGL1wZPlUaxHTFbV1onU2RM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B3QlBjerk_InO4f4yMbNMw-t1hEcGd1X/view?usp=sharing
https://avantassessment.com/spanish-writing-examples
https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#stamp4s
https://www.altalang.com/language-testing/languages/


Funding option:

Title IV – A:
Supplemental assessments that qualify students for the State 
Seal of Biliteracy are allowable under Title IV-A.

Note: the Title IV-A grant has specific funding requirements 
(percentages of funding spent in 3 areas). The assessment 
would fall under Well-Rounded education area.



https://www.isbe.net/Documents/
College-Credit-Placement-Seal.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/College-Credit-Placement-Seal.pdf


 “At a Glance” information 
like this is available on ISBE’s 
Seal of Biliteracy webpage



Key Dates 2023-2024 

Date Activity

October 1, 2023

Application due in SIS. 
Must first enter at least one 11th-grade 
and one 12th- grade student as enrolled 

in SIS to access application.

No later than 45 days prior to awarding 
the Seal/Commendation

Final window to apply to the program.

September 15, 2024 SY 2023-24 final award data due in SIS.



Thank you!

Email Call Website

biliteracy@isbe.net
kskinner@isbe.net

Questions, feedback, 
IDEAS! 

217-557-8064
isbe.net/Pages/

Illinois-State-Seal-of-
Biliteracy.aspx 

isbe →multilingual →
seal of biliteracy

CAnderson1@glenbrook225.org
Twitter: @canders_

mailto:biliteracy@isbe.net
mailto:kskinner@isbe.net
mailto:CAnderson1@glenbrook225.org

